[Attorney Name]  ([bar number])

[FIRM NAME]
[Address Line 1]
[City, State Zip]
Telephone: (801) [Insert]
Facsimile: (801) [Insert]

[Email Address]
Attorney for Petitioner
IN THE ___________ JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, ___________ COUNTY
STATE OF UTAH

	IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

an Incapacitated Person.


	NOTICE OF PETITION OF HEARING
Probate No. ____________________



You are the subject of a legal proceeding, because the person named as “ Petitioner” in the attached Petition believes that you are unable to care for your own safety or that you are unable to attend to or provide for your necessities.  The Petitioner is asking that a judge appoint a guardian for you.  This notice tells you when the court hearing will take place.  This notice also tells you about your rights and how to get the attorney to help you.  Attached to this notice is a copy of the Petitioner’s petition showing the name of the Petitioner and the reasons for the Petition.
DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF HEARING:

The court hearing will be held ________________,





    (Day of Week)

__________________, 20_____,at ________ in the _________________________.

            (Month)
      (Year)
(Hour)

       (Morning/Afternoon)

The judge’s name is _______________________________________________________

The place for the hearing will be: ____________________________________________






                     (Street Address)


________________________________________________________________________


(City)



(Room Number)

(Floor)

If you want to avoid using steps, use the entrance: _______________________________

If the time or date of the court hearing is a problem, please call _____________________










(Clerk/Deputy Clerk)

at ____________________________ to make a new time.

              (Telephone Number)

SOMEONE TO REPRESENT YOU

You need to have an attorney represent you at the hearing.  If you do not have your own attorney, call either the Utah Legal Services or the Disability Law Center to get information about getting an attorney.


Utah Legal Services


Disability Law Center


205 North 400 West


205 North 400 West


Salt Lake City, Utah 84103

Salt Lake City, Utah 84103


Telephone: 328-8891


Toll-Free (Voice):


Toll-Free: 1-800-662-4245

1-800-662-9080


Web Site: www.uls.state.ut

Toll-Free (TYY) 1-800-550-4182

If you want, you may choose your own attorney, or the court will appoint one for you.

WHAT GUARDIANSHIP MEANS

A guardian is a person appointed by a court to make decisions for you. A guardian may have the same relationship with you as a parent has with a child. That is, a guardian can have the power to say where you live and what medical help you get.  You may lose the right to spend your own money, vote, drive a car, or sign a contract.  The court will appoint a guardian for you if the court finds that you are in capacitated.  This is how the law defines that word:

“Incapacitated person” means any person who is impaired by reason of mental illness, mental deficiency, physical illness or disability, chronic use of drugs, chronic intoxication, or other cause, except minority, to the extent of lacking sufficient understanding or capacity to make or communicate responsible decisions. See Utah Code Annotated §75-1-201(22).

If the judge believes that you are totally incapacitated, then the guardian will have the right to make all of your decisions for you.  If the judge believes that you are partly incapacitated, then the guardian will have the right to make decisions for you only in those areas where the judge believes you need such help.

DATED: ___________________


______________________________

Clerk of the Court








By: 
__________________________









Deputy Clerk

YOUR RIGHTS

TO HAVE AN ATTORNEY REPRESENT YOU. You have the right to have an attorney help you. See page 2 of this notice.

TO BE PRESENT AT THE HEARING.  You must be present at the court hearing.  The court must send an independent investigator to visit with you if you cannot go to the hearing.

TO HAVE AN INDEPENDENT PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINATION.  The court may appoint an independent doctor to examine you if you want that.

TO PRESENT YOUR OWN EVIDENCE. You may present your own evidence and you certainly have the right to speak for yourself.

TO ASK QUESTIONS OF ANYONE AT THE HEARING.  You have the right to cross-examine any witness at the hearing.

TO HAVE YOUR COMPETENCE DETERMINED BY A JURY.  You may ask that whether you need a guardian be determined by a jury.

TO HAVE THE GUARDIAN’S POWER LIMITED.  If the judge or jury believes you need a guardian, the law says that the guardian should have only as much power over you as is needed to help you.  The court must give you written reasons for giving a guardian power over you.

TO APPEAL THE FINAL DECISION OF THE JUDGE.  You have the right to appeal the judge’s or jury’s decision, but you do not have the right to have an attorney appointed for you to appeal.

TO ASK FOR ANOTHER HEARING.  You can ask for another hearing when you believe you no longer need a guardian.
